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Introduction 
 
In November 2016 the Parish Council endorsed a Baseline Survey of the Public Rights of Way (PROW) 
in the parish and adopted a Maintenance Plan for Public Rights of Way (PROW).  Since then a 
considerable programme of improvement has been undertaken.  Report No. 2 reflects this and 
provides a revised record of the current condition of the footpaths.  
 
Only Public Rights of Way, as defined in the Herefordshire Council (HC) maps1, are included in the 
report.  There are 28 listed footpaths in the parish, defined by their HC numbering system e.g. WP1, 
WP2 etc.  To identify each stile or gate a unique number was allocated during the Baseline Survey 
e.g. WP1/1, WP1/2 etc.  In addition, there is footpath RR6 (Ross on Wye numbering) which is partly 
within the WuP parish, bringing the number to 29 in practical terms. 
  
The Parish Council (PC) has a Parish Paths Partnership Scheme (P3) agreement with Herefordshire 
Council under which the PC can undertake its own maintenance of the footpaths.  As of 31st March 
2019 Herefordshire Council withdrew funding to parish councils.   
 
Summary of Features 
 
The surveys focus on the condition of the footpath features at the crossing points of hedgerows, 
fences and walls.  A breakdown of these items is listed below: 

  
 Wooden stiles   58 

Stone stile   1 
 Steel kissing gates  5  
 Wooden kissing gates  3 
 Wooden pedestrian gates 7 
 Steel pedestrian gates  5 
 Pedestrian Bridges  5 
 Field gates   14 

Electric fence/gate  1 
 Gap    8 

Steps    2 
    Total  109 
  

Dog Gates   1 
  
NB: Excludes the listed features which are just outside our boundary but impact the use of our 
footpaths. 
 
Improvement Since October 2016 
 

1. A significant amount of minor maintenance work has been completed on many of the stiles 
and gates.   

2. Although the latest survey was carried out just before the growing season, the amount of 
vegetation obstructing the footpaths has clearly been reduced. 

3. Two excellent wooden footbridges have replaced the dangerous old bridges (WP6/2 and 
WP23/2). 

4. One steel self-closing kissing gate has been installed where a locked field gate was blocking 
access (WP4/5).  

                                                           
1 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200136/travel_and_transport/716/highways_and_public_ri
ghts_of_way_map 
 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200136/travel_and_transport/716/highways_and_public_rights_of_way_map
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200136/travel_and_transport/716/highways_and_public_rights_of_way_map
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5. A stile in very bad condition has been replaced with a wooden gate.  Unfortunately this is 
not of the self-closing type. 

6. The Baseline Survey recorded that ten footpaths were impassable.  This has now been 
reduced to only four footpaths and these are all of minor significance: 

 WP7 Not found - presumed overgrown.  Not a contributor to the overall network 
 WP27 No access over brook and through field gate.  Still to be investigated. 
 WP31 Not found - presumed overgrown.  Not a contributor to the overall network 
 WP32 Not found - presumed overgrown.  Not a contributor to the overall network  
 
Other Key Changes Since October 2016 
 

1. Although good work has been carried out many other important features have deteriorated 
further.   

2. At one location the access has worsened by the installation of a new wooden stile where 
previously there was a gap (WP1/3A). 

3. A new wooden stile has been installed, thereby missing an opportunity to install a self-
closing gate to improve access (WP6/2). 

4. One of the new wooden bridges has been constructed with difficult step-overs, whereas a 
single self-closing gate would have improved access (WP23/2).  

5. The steps on the old railway embankment have deteriorated further and there remains a 
risk of severe injury to walkers (WP16/2). 

6. Way markers and finger posts have continued to deteriorate in the absence of a renewal 
programme. 

 
It has been noted that there is no change in the case of five footpaths where in places the alignment 
does not appear to be the same as the route shown on the HC definitive maps: 
 
 WP4 at WP4/1 
 WP11 at WP11/9 
 WP13 at WP13/5 
 WP14B at WP14B/1 
 WP25 from WP25/1 to WP25/3 
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List of Footpaths as described by Herefordshire Council. 
  

Reference From To 

WP1 C.rd. 130 yds. S of The Rudge Old C bdy 120 yds. NW of Sylvan Cotts 

WP2 C.rd. 230 yds. S of The Rudge C.rd. 150 yds. NE of Lea Bailey Farm 

WP3 C.rd. 50 yds. N of The Rudge P.bdy. 100 yds. WSW of Newhouse Farm 

WP4 C.rd. end of Pontshill 100 yds. SE of Croome 
Hall 

FP3, 200 yds. WSW of New House Farm 

WP5 C.rd. end at Pontshill 100 yds. SE of Croome 
Hall 

P.bdy. 160 yds. SE of Red Ho Farm 

WP6 C.rd. 100 yds. NW of Lane End FP4, 250 yds. WSW of Lane End 

WP7 C.rd. 70 yds. SSW of Wharton Farm C.rd. 180 yds. E of Lane End 

WP8 C.rd. 50 yds. E of Mitchfield Cotts P.bdy. 330 yds. SW of Castle End Farm 

WP10 C.rd. 100 yds. ESE of Travelling Hen (P.H) 
Pontshill 

P.bdy. 300 yds. SW of Goomstool Cotts 

WP11 C.rd. Pontshill Almshouses St Lawrence Church Gate 

WP11A St Lawrence Church Gate C.rd. opp Weston Sch 

WP12 C.rd. at Pontshill Marsh FP11, 330 yds. E of Birches barn 

WP13 P.bdy. 270 yds. W of May Cott C.rd. 100 yds. S of Weston Sch 

WP14A C.rd. 50 yds. SW of St Lawrence Church P.bdy. 420 yds. ENE of Lawns Farm 

WP14B FP14A, 480 yds. SW of St Lawrence Church FP13 near Penyard Lodge 

WP15 C.rd. at Ryeford P.bdy. 200 yds. SW of Eccleswall Farm 

WP16 C.rd. 150 yds. ESE of Elm Cott P.bdy. 200 yds. SW of Eccleswall Farm 

WP18 C.rd. 100 yds. SW of Weston Rectory C.rd. opp Hask Barn 

WP19 C.rd. 150 E of Bollitree Castle C.rd 40 yds. ENE of Fording Lane 

WP22 C.rd. at Woodfields Lodge FP23, 150 yds. S.S.W of Kingstone Farm 

WP23 C.rd. at Kingstone Farm P.bdy. 100 yds. S of Lower Buildings 

WP24 C.rd. 360 yds. E.N.E of Lower Weston Farm C.rd. opposite Dairy Cottages 

WP25 C.rd. at Weston Halt C.rd. 470 yds. E.N.E. of Lower Weston Fm 

WP26 C.rd. 70 yds. S of Bill Mills P.bdy. 60 yds. E of Knackers Hole 

WP27 C.rd. 250 yds. W of Parkfields C.rd. 250 yds. WNW of Bill Mills 

WP29 P.bdy. 130 yds. WSE of Hopes Ash Farm P.bdy. at Palmer Flat 

WP31 C.rd. 130 yds. NNE Woodmore Cottage C.bdy. a distance of 40 yds. to the E 

WP32 C. rd. W. of Methodist Chapel C. bdy. S. of Methodist Chapel 

 
NB:  

1. RR6 is not listed although it appears to be partly within the parish of Weston under Penyard 
2. Numbers 9, 17, 20, 21, 28, 30 are not used. 
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PROW Details 
 

WP1 Moving E to W C.rd. 130 yds. S of The Rudge Old C bdy 120 yds. NW of Sylvan Cotts 

Survey 22-Feb-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP1/1 Wooden Stile 
 
From Rudge Pitch 
on C1277 

Passable but 50% 
overgrown.  
Field gate is locked and 
not an option. 
 

Clear vegetation SO 
64294 
20770 

 

WP1/2 Wooden fence 
with cross step 
 
W of Rudge Pitch 
on C1277 

Not a proper stile.  Just 
a fence with a cross-
step, which is broken. 
Field gate was open but 
needs repair.  If closed 
it would be difficult to 
use.  

Replace cross-step 
and replace with 
gate when possible.  
 

SO 
64234 
20768 

 

WP1/3 Wooden Stile 
 
W of Rudge Pitch 
on C1277 

Good.   
Difficult to use ς no 
cross-step, just parallel 
bars. 

None at present SO 
64133 
20766 

 

WP1/3A Wooden Stile 
 
Behind house at 
SE end of Dancing 
Green Road 

Good.  Looks like a new 
stile at this location.   

None at present SO 
63779 
20748 

 

WP1/4 Access  
 
Access to track 
from Dancing 
Green Road 

No finger post, only a 
way marker.  Likely to 
be grown over in the 
summer. 

Erect finger post SO 
63720 
20702 

 
 
 

WP2 West to east C.rd. 230 yds. S of The Rudge C.rd. 150 yds. NE of Lea Bailey Farm 

Survey 22-Feb-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP2/1 Rough wooden gate 
 
From C1277 at side 
of Sherbourne 

Gate only secured by 
top hinge, but path is 
usable 
 
 

None SO 
64319 
20655 

 

WP2/2 Wooden gate 
 
At rear of 
Sherbourne 
 

OK but latch is broken. 
Bolt is working 

None SO 
64326 
20656 
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WP2/3 Wooden Stile 
 
E of Sherbourne 

Not sighted so 
probably overgrown.  
Stile can be easily 
bypassed.  

None at present SO 
64482 
20651 

 
WP2/4 
 

Wooden planks 
through stream 
 
W of Broome Hill 

Badly deteriorated 
since 2016.  Now 
unsafe. 
 
 

Replace with 
bridge.  No stiles or 
gates required. 

SO 
64500 
20611 

 
Footpath Rough wooden steps 

between WP2/4 and 
5. 
 
W of Broome Hill 
 
 

Very bad condition 
with two steps missing.  
Extremely difficult to 
use. 

Renew all steps.  

 
WP2/5 Wooden stile with 

dog gate. 
 
W of Broome Hill 

Good, but no cross-
step, just parallel bars. 
 

None at present SO 
64510 
20614 

 
WP2/6 Wooden stile 

 
Rear of Broome Hill 
 
 

Good, but no cross-
step, just parallel bars.  
Plastic protection 
sheath covering 
barbed wire is split. 

Repair/replace 
protection sheath. 

SO 
64551 
20618 

 
WP2/7 Wooden stile 

 
Rear of Broome Hill 
 

Good open access to 
side. 

None at present SO 
64599 
20584 

 
WP2/8 Steel farm gate 

 
On track E of Broome 
Hill 

Good.   
Gate was open. 
 

None at present SO 
64648 
20567 

 
WP2/9 Access from road 

 
Track leading to 
Broome Hill 

Open access.  No 
finger post. 

Install finger post. 
 

SO 
64802 
20495 
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WP3 SW to NE C.rd. 50 yds. N of The Rudge P.bdy. 100 yds. WSW of Newhouse 
Farm 

Survey 22-Feb-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP3/1 Stile from road. 
 
Access from C1277 
just N of The 
Rudge 
 

A form of access over 
the fence has recently 
been installed.  
Unfortunately it is 
impractical and difficult 
to use due to sloping 
fence, no cross-step 
and a 1m drop on road 
side. 

Install gate, or at 
least a proper stile. 

SO 
64347 
20937 

 

WP3/2 Wooden stile 
 
In valley NW of 
The Rudge 

A poor stile with no 
cross-step. 

Replace with a 
gate. 

SO 
64658 
21103 

 
WP3/3 Wooden stile. 

 
Access from 
Hoovers Lane SE of 
Newhouse Farm 
 

Not bad but a little 
loose. 
NOTE: THIS STILE IS IN 
LEA PARISH. 
Boundary is between 
WP3/2 and WP3/3 

Replace with a 
gate. 

SO 
64933 
21160 

 
 
 

     

WP4 NW to SE C.rd. end of Pontshill 100 yds. SE of Croome 
Hall 

FP3, 200 yds. WSW of New House Farm 

Survey 26-Jan-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP4/1 A rough fence ς no 
proper stile.  
 
Access from E end 
of Hanley Lane 

Very difficult. 
No cross step. 
Overgrown. 
 

Replace with a 
gate. 

SO 
63878 
21770 

 
WP4/2 Pedestrian steel 

gate 
 
SE of Hanley Lane 

Good condition.  Not 
self-closing. 

None SO 
64060 
21651 

 
WP4/3 Wooden stile with 

rough planks over 
stream. 
 
In valley SE of 
Hanley Lane 

In 2016 this was in very 
poor condition and is 
now worse. 
Cross step broken and 
loose 

Replace with bridge 
and one gate. 

SO 
64146 
21590 

 
WP4/4 Horizontal steel 

tube stile. 
 
Access from W 
side of C1277, N of 
Little Wharton 
Farm 

Poor condition. 
Bottom tube broken. 

Replace with gate SO 
64356 
21414 

 



9 
 

WP4/5 Steel kissing gate.  
Self-closing.   
 
Access from E side 
of C1277, N of 
Little Wharton 
Farm 

Excellent  
(Installed in 2018.) 

None SO 
64367 
21425 

 
    

WP5 S to N P.bdy. 160 yds. SE of Red House Farm C.rd. end at Pontshill 100 yds. SE of 
Croome Hall 

Survey 16-Feb-019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP5/1 Steel farm gate 
 
Access from 
Dancing Green 
Road. 

Gate has sagged and is 
difficult to open.  Needs 
new hinge post. 

Discuss with Hope 
Mansell PC.  
Note: This gate is in 
Hope Mansell 
parish.  Boundary is 
between WP5/1 
and WP5/2 

SO 
63679 
20804 

 
WP5/2 Wooden stile 

 
NE of Dancing 
Green Road. 

Very poor condition.   
No Cross step.  
Overgrown.  Adjacent 
steel field gate with 
broken post presently 
allows access.  

Clear vegetation. 
Repair or replace 
stile. 

SO 
63767 
20919 

 
WP5/3 Wooden stile with 

dog gate. 
 
SE corner of 
Handley gardens 

Good condition None at present SO 
63870 
21183 

 

WP5/4 Stone wall stile 
 
Entrance to drive 
to Handley. 

Good. 
Gateway to drive of 
house is an alternative 
at present. 

Consider later as a 
lesser priority. 

SO 
63897 
21262 
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WP6 SW to NE FP4, 250 yds. WSW of Lane End C.rd. 100 yds. NW of Lane End 

Survey 26-Jan-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP6/1 New wooden bridge 
with wooden stile 
(probably 2018) 
 
In valley SE of Lane 
End House on 
Pontshill Marsh Road 

Excellent structure 
but stile could have 
been replaced by a 
new gate. 

Replace stile with 
gate eventually  

SO 
64227 
21666 

 
WP6/2 Wooden stile 

 
Access from Pontshill 
Marsh Road near 
Lane End House. 

Quite good  None at present SO 
64319 
21758 

 
 
 

WP7  C.rd. 70 yds. SSW of Wharton Farm C.rd. 180 yds. E of Lane End 

Survey 26-Jan-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

 Short footpath. 
 
From C1277 to 
Hoover Lane 

Footpath not found.  
No evidence of 
access through 
hedgerows from 
roads. 

Consider whether 
this footpath route 
has any future value. 

  

 
 

WP8 N to S C.rd. 50 yds. E of Mitchfield Cotts P.bdy. 330 yds. SW of Castle End 
Farm 

Survey 23-Sep-2016 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP8/1 Field gate.   
Fingerpost  
 
Access from A40 road 
just E of Wharton 
Lodge  
 

Bar fence could serve 
as stile but there are 
no steps.  Gate was 
open. 

Install a gate. 
 

SO 
65016 
22081 

 

WP8/2 Temporary 
adjustable steel 
fencing.  Installed 
since 2016. 
 
SE of A40 

OK.  Can be opened 
and closed. 

None SO 
65061 
21843 

 
WP8/3 Wooden stile 

 
SE of A40 
 

OK None  
NOTE: THIS STILE IS 
ON THE BOUNDARY 
WITH LEA PARISH.  
Responsibility 
unknown. 
 

SO 
65153 
21678 
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WP10 SW to NE C.rd. 100 yds. ESE of Travelling Hen (P.H) 
Pontshill 

P.bdy. 300 yds. SW of Goomstool Cotts 

Survey 22-Feb-2019 J Smart    

No. Feature & Location Condition Action GR Photograph 

WP10/1 Open access  
 
From Pontshill 
Marsh Road at SE 
side of Woodview 
houses  

Good. 
Fingerpost in poor 
condition and 
obscured by ivy. 

Renew Fingerpost SO 
64041 
22029 

 
WP10/2 Steel kissing gate 

 
At rear of houses on 
Pontshill Marsh 
Road. 

Antiquated but OK. None at present SO 
64125 
22077 

 
WP10/3 Steel pedestrian 

gate. 
Fingerpost  
 
Access from A40 
road, just W of 
Hownhall.   

Old but OK None SO 
64385 
22160 

 
WP10/4 Fingerpost on 

opposite side of 
road. 
 
Open access from 
A40 road onto track 
opposite Hownhall.   
 

OK None SO 
64409 
22168 

 

WP10/5 Field gate open 
 
NE of Hownhall 

No stile sited None SO 
64434 
22193 

 
WP10/6 Field gate open. 

Finger post. 
 
NE of Hownhall 

No stile sited None SO 
64505 
22277 

 
WP10/7 Wooden stile 

 
NE of Hownhall 
 
 

Loose and in very 
poor condition.  
Almost impossible to 
use.  Adjacent gate 
just usable with 
difficulty. 

Replace with gate. SO 
64528 
22296 

 
WP10/8 Wooden stile  

 
SW of Goomstool 
Cottages on B4224 
road. 

Fair.  New parallel 
step added west 
side. Adjacent steel 
field gate is usable 
(string loops only). 

Clear vegetation SO 
65061 
22600 

 


