
WESTON UNDER PENYARD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD THURSDAY JULY 23RD 2015 

 

Present: Mrs Susan Lewis (chair), Mrs Linda Dunn, Mrs Jessica Duthie, Mr Bryan Davies, 

Mr Liam Kearns, Mr Greg Weston (arrived late) 

Steering Group: Mr Mike Dawson (chair), Mr John Smart, Mr David Crocker, Mr Chris Morris 

8 members of the public 

 

In the absence of the clerk the minutes recorded by Mrs Dunn. 

 

1. Open discussion for public – no comments  

2. Apologies: Mrs Catherine Chinn, Mr Harry Bramer Clerk Keith Shilton 

3. Adoption of the Regulation 15 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan for submission to Herefordshire Council. 

Mrs Lewis thanked the SG for all their hard work in getting the NP to this point.   

 

Mr Dawson presented the following: 

 The SG has been working on the NP on behalf of the PC since November 2013. The NP is an extremely 
important document – setting out how the PC wish to see parish develop to 2031. Once adopted it has 
statutory planning weight, indeed it has some planning weight from the end of the next phase in the plan 
development process and is already being used by HC planners to guide their decisions.  
 

 Much work has been undertaken and many people from the community have been involved and have 
expressed their opinion at various stages – we are grateful for all contributions. It is my pleasure to 
presenting the Submission version of the NP to the PC for approval prior to it being submitted to HC for the 
next formal assessment consultation stage. 
 

 The draft NP approved by the PC in May 2015 has been subject to a statutory 6 week consultation from 26th 
May to 7th July. Over 200 comments from 53 respondents were received. 
 

 The consultation draft plan has been amended following consultation to produce this Submission Version. 
This has been forwarded to PC members with the agenda. 
 

 The following supporting documents were also provided to members: 
 

o The Basic Conditions Statement – which sets out how the development of the NP complies with legal 
requirements. 

o The Environmental Report (SEA) – which deals with environmental compliance. 
o The Habitats Regulations Assessment – sets out how the plan complies with these regulations. 
o The Consultation Statement – which details every comment made during the statutory consultation 

period and says how the SG has responded. This document also includes the Amendment Schedule 
which gives details every important amendment made to the consultation draft NP in the 
development of the Submission version before you tonight. 
 

 I’m not going to go through these changes line by line. Members will have read the changes for themselves.  
I will however cover the main amendments: 
 

o Firstly, the consultation plan contained 2 options for consideration. Of these two options residents 
who commented favoured option B by 21 to 11. The SG also favoured this option as it will deliver the 
housing allocation given to the parish by HC. Accordingly this option has been selected and all other 
options and site considerations removed from the plan (these now form part of the publically 
available evidence base). This submission draft, if adopted, is therefore what the PC is putting 
forward as the best plan for the parish. 



o There is more information in this draft of the plan in respect of the HC housing allocation –a new 
table helps to explain where the numbers have come from. 

o Policy H3 – Housing Mix and Tenancy – the priority for shared ownership (intermediate housing) has 
been removed following comments from HC’s Housing Authority. The policy now aligns with the 
HCS. 

o Policy H2 – Location of New Developments – This is the subject of a further recommended 
amendment which members have seen. This further amendment takes account of comments made 
by HC the Planning Service relating to the location of development in the parish and which clarify the 
policy further. Although the comments were received after the consultation period, the SG thought 
that these comments are helpful and important and therefore have included them in the Submission 
Draft of the NP for approval with the NP.   

o With the amendments, Policy H2 has been expanded to clarify policy relating to the settlement 
boundary, infill development, limitations to development potential at Pontshill and Bromsash, when 
conversions and rural workers housing can be permitted and a statement that development will only 
be permitted in flood zone 1 (low risk) flooding areas. 

o Policy H8 - Affordable Housing - has been amended to bring it into line with HC’s affordable housing 
policy, but still maintaining the requirement for ‘local connection’. 

o Policies HS1 and HS2 and supporting statements affecting the two sites in option B have been 
strengthened to take account of development disturbance during the build period, archaeological 
remains, green space, horse trough protection and flooding prevention. 

o Policy SD2 – Community Facilities - has been strengthened to give additional weight to the provision 
of a site for a new school should this be required in the future. This includes the potential for a 
school building which could operate with other community facilities. 

o Policy SB1 – Supporting Business has been amended to give specific mention of agricultural 
businesses and tourism as business types which are supported. 

o Policy SE4 – Poly tunnels – has been amended to align it with HC’s poly tunnel policy. 
o There are other policy changes arising from the consultation covering a variety of subjects from bats 

to broadband, but I have tried to cover the most significant changes.  All the changes will clarify and 
strengthen the policies. 
 

 So Chair the SG are satisfied that the NP is fully compliant with legal requirements and offers the best option 
to guide and control development in the parish during the life of the plan. We therefore make the following 
recommendations: 
 
1. The draft of the Weston Under Penyard Neighbourhood Plan, together with all supporting documents 

set out in Appendices 1-5 of this report be APPROVED for submission to Herefordshire Council under 
Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  This includes the new 
amendment to policy H2 which has come from HC’s planning section. 

2. That authority is given to the Steering Group to approve as necessary and with agreement from the 
chair of the parish council any minor amendments to the Plan and supporting documents prior to 
submission. 

3. The Parish Council writes to the Development Control Section of the Planning Service at Herefordshire 
Council to inform them of the Plan adoption and setting out the necessary amendments to the Parish 
Council’s previous comments in respect of the three current planning applications which arise from 
the adoption of the Plan. 

 

 Finally, the work involved in preparing in the submission draft has been enormous. The plan has been 
carefully amended, detailed supporting documents prepared - the CS itself has 60 plus pages and 200 
comments; every one read and responded to. In addition, many other matters have been dealt with 
including countless conversations with HC planning and housing services and a range of statutory bodies. All 
this has been done in just over two weeks since the closure of the consultation period on 7 July. All that 
work has been done by SG volunteers – that it has been achieved in so short a time is astonishing. 
 

 As Chairman of the SG I’m proud of the team’s achievements all have worked hard to make this happen, but 
it’s probably worth saying that we on the SG would not have achieved this without the magnificent efforts of 
our Project Manager – John Smart and whatever you think of the plan Chair I think John deserves a round of 
applause. 



 

 Any questions?  Mr Kearns asked about development outside of the settlement boundary.  The policy HS2 
clarifies development outside Weston village and small infill sites. 

 

Mrs Lewis read out the 3 recommendations (as listed above) for approval by the PC. 

These were approved unanimously by the PC. 

 

Mrs Lewis then asked for agreement that the following 3 letters be sent to HC regarding the current planning 

applications.  These letters would be issued by the clerk when the Plan is submitted to HC under Reg. 15.  The  

SG would liaise with the clerk on this matter. 

 

Letter 1: 

email to Roland Close 

rclose@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

Planning Application P143842/O - Land to the north of the A40, East of Hunsdon Manor Weston-under-

Penyard Ross-on-Wye Herefordshire: 

 

Dear Mr Close, 

Further to our last representation on 16th May 2015 concerning Planning Application P143842/O please be 

advised that the Weston under Penyard Parish Council has approved a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish and 

has submitted the Plan and associated supporting documents to Herefordshire Council under Regulation 15 of 

the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  For all matters concerning application P143842/O 

we would now request that all of the Plan's policies be taken into consideration, thereby ensuring that any 

future development in the parish is carried out in accordance with the wishes of the parish residents, as 

expressed through the Plan.  We would highlight that Policy HS2 states that the approved maximum number of 

houses on this site is now 37. 

 

Letter 2: 

 

email to Andrew Banks 

ABanks@herefordshire.gov.uk 

P150888/O - Land to the west of A40 Weston-under-Penyard Herefordshire HR9 7PA 

 

Dear Mr Banks, 

Further to our last representation on 16th May 2015, concerning Planning Application P150888/O, please be 

advised that the Weston under Penyard Parish Council has approved a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish and 

has submitted the Plan and associated supporting documents to Herefordshire Council under Regulation 15 of 

the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  For all matters concerning application P150888/O 

we would now request that all of the Plan's policies be taken into consideration, thereby ensuring that any 

future development in the parish is carried out in accordance with the wishes of the parish residents, as 

expressed through the Plan.  We would highlight that Policy HS1 states that the approved maximum number of 

houses on this site is now 18. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rclose@herefordshire.gov.uk
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/development-control/search-and-comment-on-planning-applications/details/map?id=143842
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/development-control/search-and-comment-on-planning-applications/details/map?id=143842
mailto:ABanks@herefordshire.gov.uk
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Letter 3: 

email to Roland Close 

rclose@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

P151902/O - Land at The Leadership Trust, Penyard House Weston-under-Penyard Ross-on-Wye Herefordshire 

HR9 7YH 

 

Dear Mr Close, 

We wish to provide additional information to that contained in our earlier representation on 8th July 2015, 

concerning Planning Application P151902/O.   

 

Please be advised that the Weston under Penyard Parish Council has approved a Neighbourhood Plan for the 

parish and has submitted the Plan and associated supporting documents to Herefordshire Council under 

Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  For all matters concerning 

application P151902/O we would now request that all of the Plan's policies be taken into consideration, 

thereby ensuring that any future development in the parish is carried out in accordance with the wishes of the 

parish residents, as expressed through the Plan.   

  

In particular application P151902/O relates to a development on land which is outside the Plan's 

Settlement Boundary for Weston under Penyard village and hence the Parish Council maintains its position that 

this application is rejected outright, for the reason stated earlier and in accordance with Policy H2 and other 

policies in the Plan. 

 

The PC agreed these letters would be sent to Herefordshire Council. 

 

Mrs Lewis again gave her thanks for all the work of the SG. 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.15 p.m. 
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